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One imagines oneself back in the times of the Trojan
War [writes a modern military critic] x in which
single heroes fought each other in view of the onlook-
ing armies. There were available 125,000 men; there
were employed only 79,000. , . Schwarzenberg's
conduct becomes more comprehensible when we re-
flect that the Austrian policy did not call for Na-
poleon's annihilation, but yet that it was absolutely
necessary to make some concession to the progressive
element and more particularly to the Tsar of Russia.
It was the actual expressed wish of the latter, in
accord with the King of Prussia that Blucher should
assume the chief command

' This handing over to Blucher of the command at
La Rothi&re was one of those "gifts of the Greeks"
that needed to be accepted with caution. Not the
least hampering clause of the agreement was
seemingly a perfectly innocent one: "When the
attack on Brienne shall have succeeded, the army
of Field-marshal Blucher shall turn against Vitry."
But turning against Vitry meant desisting, after
the battle, from the pursuit of Napoleon! The
Austrian object was attained; the enemy would
not be destroyed, as was Blucher's wish, but would
simply be " dislodged," to use Schwarzenberg's
own expression.

One gains the impression that Schwarzenberg
disapproved at heart of the whole plan of fighting
a battle at La Rothi6re; that he was jealous at seeing
Blucher act, even temporarily, as commander-in-
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